The following note fragments have been arranged from ideas written in my sketchbook as I was creating the original software code that developed into the Panopticon Cruft late in 2007. 
Homeland Security In the United States
Origins I have borrowed the computer hacker term "Cruft" and have applied it to my current code based art. These works are generated by a computer, following my written instructions. This automated system runs the software code and downloads selected source material from the Internet, and then processes that information into a CRUFT, generating images and videos 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. New York City implemented a policy of randomly searching subway passenger bags in the summer of 2005 in order to make the subways safe, or at least make us feel safer after the train bombings that had recently taken place in London. After being randomly selected multiple times to have my bags searched by the New York Police Department before I was allowed to travel by subway, I did not feel safe, I only felt angry and frustrated. I then began to think about surveillance and coincidently I began to notice the number of CCTV cameras now located between the subway stop and my apartment.
Conceptual Background
Information regarding the Bush administration's monitoring all phone conversations and emails of all the citizens of the United States began to be talked about in the mainstream media. I began to imagine the sheer quantity of information Homeland Security was collecting. So much of it must be just a record of mundane lives. Due to the fear of terrorism, our citizens were asked to keep a watchful eye out for suspicious activity. The New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority began a campaign to remind its' passengers to keep an eye on each other looking for suspicious activity. .
[http://www.mta.info/mta/security/index.html]
Instead of George Orwell's Big Brother, as depicted in the book 1984, we now had millions of "Little Brother's" vigilantly watching each other while creating an environment of fear and self-censorship. The suburban neighborhood depicted in the Panopticon cruft reminds us that no one is safe from terrorists, and that everyone is suspect. The American Dream location of a safe home in the suburbs is suspect in the post 9-11 world.
